
cited that, of all the patiets sent by these hospitals to such homes,
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION: more than half were sent by the three hospitals which have homes

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR i88i. affiliated to them-viz., St. Bartholomew's, St. George's, and King's
SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for i88i became due on January ist College. From this it may be inferred that, if more convalescent
Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their respective accommodation were available for all the greater hospitals, a very
Secretaries. Members of the Association not belonging to Branches, much larger number of patients would be sent to the homes.
are requested to forward their remittances to the General Secretary, The special committee invited a few persons, whose official posi-
161A, Strand, London. Post Office Orders should be made payable tion was likely to give them an insight into the question, to express
at the West Central District Office, High Holborn.. ..-at theWes CetrlDstrctOffce,HihHbon.their opinions on the subject, and thus they have obtained some valu-

able suggestions. In particular, we would call attention to the opinion
ctte i3litz1j ALerbi-ca! 3fourual of the house-surgeon of the Royal Hospital at Portsmouth. He writes

as follows. " The rules of many of the existing homes require much

SATURDAY, JULY 2ND, i88i. alteration, especially those regulating the class of patients admitted.A.lany cases are admitted into homes as convalescents which are really
incurables; and in some institutions cases are refused admittance be-

CONVALESCENT HOMES. cause they have 'open wounds', although they are in a state of con-
THE Charity Organisation Society has had to contend with many pre valescence. In consequence of this, many operation cases, and cases
judices and to overcome many obstacles. The supl)orters of our cha- of accident, which are discharged from the general hospitals to make
ritable institutions are, for the most part, persons who do not like to room for other patients, and which are refused admission to a home
submit to organisation. Their cry is-" May I not do what I will because their wounds are not quite healed, become neglected, fail to
with my own?" But, notwithstanding the difficult and unpopular task attend the out-patient rooms regularly, or to look after their dressings,
which it has undertaken, the Charity Organisation Society is evi- and at last either sink exhausted, or go to swell the number of in-
dently gaining the confidence of the public, and acquiring an ever- curables. If each hospital had in connection with it some convalescent
increasing influence.. It is no wonder that such should be the case, home, to which it could send a regular and continued supply of its
when the valuable work which they are doing is once understood. patients, much of the abuse now existing would be remedied."
That charity, in many of its departments, needs to be systematised, no The conclusions arrived at in this admirable report may be briefly
thoughtful person can doubt; and yet there has hitherto been no stated as follows. The supply of convalescent accommodation for
agency which could grapple with this difficult problem. hospital cases, i.e., for cases requiring continued medical or sur-
The reports upon convalescent homes which the society has recently gical treatment and nursing, is insufficient ; therefore, more convales-

issued is an illustration of what it can accomplish. In October I878, cenzt hzospitals are needed; and these convalescent hospitals should
a special comiimittee was appointed to consider the arrangement of the be either affiliated to several of the existing hospitals, or be an out-
existing convalescent homes, with a view to suggesting increased faci- lying department of each hospital.
lities for dealing with convalescent cases. The grounds for undertak- Further, new homes are required for crippled children, and for
ing this inquiry were, the difficulties in obtaining letters of recommend- infectious cases. With regard, however, to the ordinary convalescent
ation to suitable convalescent homes, and in making arrangements for cases, the committee do not think that, until some plan for the better
the patient's journey; and also the statement that, in the overcrowded organisation of the existing homes has been attempted, any addition
out-patient departments of the hospitals, there were many persons for should be made to their number.
whom change of air and good food, and not a casual dose of medicine, In order to bring about such organisation, the committee would
were the only proper cure. propose that an office should be established for information regarding
Much care was used in preparing a classified catalogue of convales- vacancies, etc., and for the interchange of particulars connected with

cent homes, which is to be found in the appendix to the report. This the arrangements of such homes. In the first instance, they suggest
list contains particulars concerning I57 institutions. The better known that the offices of the Council of the Charity Organisation Society
homes are generally full in the summer months, and admission cannot might be used for this purpose; that the Council should undertake the
be obtained without waiting for four or five weeks, or even longer; necessary expenses, and that the Reto5r/er should be the medium of
while at many other homes there is always accommodation available, intercommunication. Eventually, if it should be found necessary, a
Thus it will be seen that there is great inequality in the pressure on the special society might be formed as a Convalescent Home Union, with
accommodation in the homes. its own machinery and offices.
I Another point brought out in this list, is the special class of conva- There is great need of early oxganisation in the matter of con-
lescents for which each home is intended; some being limited to men, valescent homes at once, since it often happens that there is great
some to women, some to children, etc. But, besides this, it brings pressure upon a particular home intended to relieve one kind of cases;
prominently forward the fact that there are very few institutions, in- at the same time, there are a considerable number of vacancies in
deed, in which patients can be received who still require some degree others of a similar character. The number of convalescent hospitals is
of surgical or medical treatment. In like manner, for the blind, for very great, though probably not yet equal to the need for them. But
cripples, and for those who are incapable of looking after themselves, the means of filling them, and snaking known reciprocally the capacities
there appears to be little or no accommodation at all. of hospitals and the wants of patients, need systematising. If the

WVith regard to infectious cases, almost the same may be said; and Special Committee of the Charity Organisation Society is able, as it
yet this is a class for whom they are specially needed. promises, to effectually carry out this work, it will have added another
The next subject which occupied the attention of the special com- to the great services which it has rendered to society. A Bureau is

mittee was the variety in the mode of admission to the 157 institutions now established by the Conveaklent Committee, at which can be
tabulated in their list. To 23 of these the admission was absolutely registered vacancies on the one hand, and requirements on the other;
free; "at 52 homes a payment has to be made, as well as a subscriber's and information wil be given as to the specific conditions under which
letter procured; at 9I admission is obtained either by letter (free or patients are received at the various convalescent hospitals. The follow-
with payment), or by an extra payment without a letter". Thus it will ing is the second report of the Committee just issued.
be seen that great differences exist on this important matter. "In the concluding paragraph of the first report of the Special;Com-

Inquiry was made at most of the leading hospitals as to the number mittee on convalescent homes was the recommendation, adopted by
sent by each to convalescent homes, and the remarkable fact was eli- the Council, 'that at the expiration of the next 'twelve months, or
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thereabouts, the committee should report on the expediency of estab-
lishing a separate association to carry out the work now undertaken by
the committee'.

"The committee believe that a statement of the work which they have
done, and are now engaged upon, will show that it is better to continue
it in its connection with the Charity Organisation Society-for the pre-
sent, at least.

" With regard to their work in the year i88o, the committee have cir-
culated the following statement, which they now desire to bring to the
notice of the Council :-Last year, for the first time, the particulars
required by persons desirous of sending cases to convalescent homes
were collected, regarding about 125 homes, in the catalogue published
by the Special Committee of the Charity Organisation Society.

"It was then found ' that there was great variation in the pressure
upon convalescent institutions, owing both to some being better known
and more conveniently situated than others, and in consequence of the
greater need of change in the summer months. It was desired, there-
fore, to use the existing accommodation to the fullest extent for suit-
able cases, to prevent delay in getting those in need to a suitable home,
to make it comparatively easy for the charitable to learn where there
was accommodation available, and what would be the cost of admission
and maintenance, of the railway fare, etc., and to place at their dis-
posal ready means of obtaining any medical or other certificates that
might be required.
"For this purpose the following proposals were adopted :-To estab-

lish an Office of Information regarding vacancies in convalescent homes,
and to supply homes with post-cards, to be forwarded to the office
periodically, so that the vacancies may be registered and made known.
To keep in type and correct to date as complete a catalogue as pos-
sible of convalescent homes. To collect and diffuse information on the
subject of convalescent homes, based on the experience of those prac-
tically acquainted with the subject. To endeavour to obtain reduc-
tions in the railway fares, and by this and other means to make homes
as easily accessible and available for the poor as possible. To give
facilities for obtaining medical certificates regarding cases. To give
information regarding the boarding-out of convalescent cases.

"'To the first of these suggestions, about thirty-six homes gave their
adhesion. Numerous vacancies were from time to time reported to
the officers of the Charity Organisation Society, and notices of these
were circulated. This plan it appears to the Committee desirable to
continue.
" This year their action has been directed to forming a plan of co-

operation between the convalescent homes, on the one hand, and the
out-patient departments of the hospitals on the other, through the in-
tervention of the District Committees of the Society. In the Reportof I88o, it vas shown that the hospitals ought to provide adequate
convalescent accommodation for their in-patients, that a large number
of out-patients required rest, good food, good air, and change, instead
of, or more than, medicine, and that for them no provision was made.
In accordance with this, one of the leading conclusions of their report,the committee have been endeavouring to organise convalescent accom-
modation for out-patients.
"The following arrangement has been proposed, and has been ac-

cepted already by Guy's Hospital, St. Thomas's, University CollegeHospital, Middlesex, and St. Mary's:
"I. That thehospitalauthorities should forward dailyto the local Com-

mittee of the Charity Organisation Society a list of patients requiringbondc-fde convalescent accommodation, and should give such patientsletters, in a certain form, to be taken to the committee of the district
in which they reside.

"2. That the committees should ascertain that the persons so re-
ferred are suitable on other than medical grounds for convalescent as-
sistance.

" 3. That if the cases referred require any further charitable assistance,the committee should obtain it, as well as the ad-mission to a convales-
ent home.

" To facilitate admission, and to secure extra accommodation, the
convalescent homes have been asked to receive cases sent by the Society
on a fixed scale of payment, so that the search for letters may be dis-
pensed with; and to engage extra rooms, so that patients may be
boarded out under the supervision of the authorities at the homes. The
homes within easy reach of London have been visited, and many of
them have acceded to these proposals, so that it may be concluded that
adequate provision is forthcoming. It is, however, also proposed that,
by a letter to be shortly sent to the Press, persons should be asked to
receive children in cottages under proper supervision; and to re-
ceive into their own homes girls and women who may require change
and good food, and air, and would be suitable for this form of help.
Lady Brabazon has generously placed £ioo at the disposal of the
Society for these purposes.

"Efforts have also been made, with partial success, to induce homes
to take 'hip-joint' cases, and cases of still unhealed wounds.

"It will be seen from this that the committee are about to deal with
a class of cases which do not, generally speaking, come within the
province of the hospitals, and that the work-especially as some gua-
rantee as to the suitability of the applicant is necessary-is closely
connected with the work of District Committees. The Convalescent
Committee is now composed of persons who are especially informed on
this subject, both in relation to the homes and the hospitals, and they
consider that, at present at least, the arrangements are such as the
Charity Organisation Society may most properly complete; so that,
until the plan which has hitherto been in operation, and which is now
to be extended, has been elaborated still further, they do not think
that the question of the transference of their work to another body can
be said, properly speaking, to arise. They would point out also that,
under any circumstances, the District Committees must be engaged in
helping many convalescent cases, which they could not relegate to
another association, and that the work of the committee naturally in-
terests many persons in the work of the Society generally.

" The committee propose to issue to District Committees, with the
approval of the Administrative Committee, a circular explanatory of
the above arrangements."

IRREGULAR BURIAL OF INFANTS.
AN inquest was held last Monday on the body of an infant, which had
been exhumed for the purpose, at Wybunbury, near Nantwich. It was
stated in evidence that the child was born on the ioth June, lived
only twenty-four hours, and that its grandmother, who attended the
mother, wrote a certificate for burial, stating that the child had been
" still-born". The father took the body of the child to the sexton of
the parish church, but did not produce the certificate; and the sexton
but said: "Never mind; it will do another time." The child was buried,
it was not till eight days afterwards that the irregularity was discovered,
in consequence of the friends incidentally mentioning it to a neighbour.
A post mzor/emii examination was made by Dr. Atkinson of Crewe, who
gave it as his opinion that the child had died from natural causes.
The coroner (Mr. Churton, surgeon) strongly censured the old woman
who had given the certificate, the father, and also the sexton, for their
conduct, and said that it was a most reprehensible proceeding. The
jury returned a verdict in accordance with the medical evidence.

This case confirms the remarks made in the JOURNAL a few weeks
ago. In the present case, the child appears to have been legitimate;
and the only motive for burying the child as still-born was probably
to save expense, the burial-fees being generally greater in the case of
children born alive than those of still-born. This irregular conduct has
resulted in what must have been a most unpleasant exposure to the
parties concerned, while the county has been put to a most unnecessary
expense. It is satisfactory to observe that this and other cases have
been brought to light; but it is lamentable to think how many escape
inquiry, and what ignorance still exists as to the law. It will be seen
from the following extracts, taken from the Births and Deaths Regis-
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tration Act, I874, that the woman who gave the false certificate, the
father of the child, and the sexton, were all liable to penalties.

Clause 40 runs: " Any person who commits any of the following
offences; that is to say (3) wilfully makes, gives, or uses any false
statement or representation as to a child born alive having been still-
born... or falsely pretends that any chil.l born alive was still-born shall,
for each offence, be liable, on summary conviction, to a penalty not
exceeding ten pounds; and, on conviction on indictment, to fine or to
imprisonment, with or without hard labour, for a term not exceeding
two years, or to penal'servitude for a term not exceeding seven years."

Clause i8 runs thus: "A person shall not wilftilly bury or pro-
cure to be buried the body of any deceased child as if it were still-
born. A person who has control over or ordinarily buries bodies in
any burial-ground shall not permit to be buried in any such burial-
ground the body of any deceased child as if it were still-born, and
shall not permit to be buried or bury in such burial-ground any still-
born child before there is delivered to him either (a) a written certifi-
cate that such child wasnot born alive, signed by a registered medical
practitioner who was in attendance at the birth, or has examined the
body of such child; or (b) a declaration, signed by some persons who
would, if the child had been born alive, have been required,by this Act
to give information concerning the birth, to the effect that no registered
medical practitioner wsas present at the birth, or that his certificate
cannot be obtained, and that the child was not born alive; or (c), if
there has been an inquest, an order of the coroner. Any personwho
acts in contravention of this section shall be liable to a penalty not

exceeding ten pounds." Nothing can be clearer than the law on these
points; and there is literally no escape from the conclusion that all the
three persons implicated were liable to penalties, and would most pro-

bably have been convicted. It is also more than probable that the
father might have been convicted under another sectionof the Act, for
not registering both the birth and death of the child. It is much to

be regretted that steps are not taken tomake the provisions of the
Registration Actknown to all sextons, too often very ignorant and

unscrupulous persons.

HAY-FEVER.
AT the present season of the year, when this distressing affection is
prevalent, the following remarks byMI. de Budberg may be found
interesting. M.de Budberg stated, at the Societe' Vaudoise-deMi'de-
cine, that hay-fever is prevalent in Switzerland, asnmuch amongst the
Swiss as amongst the English, and that its frequency seems to
increase at the present time. The clinical description of this disease
has been known since the time of Phcebus. Dr. Blackley has demon-
strated the majority of the causes of it ; but we have not yet found any

certain method for its cure. The object of M. de Budberg's work is
to draw the attention of his colleagues to a method of treatment dis-
covered by Helmholtz, and employed successfully by Dr. de Budberg, but
as yet but little known. The first case was observed by M. de Bud-
berg in an Englishwoman, who had suffered from it for twenty years.

The treatment employed consisted of nasal irrigations of solution of
quinine, recommended by Helmholtz (r part in 750 of water.) This
irrigation brought awaym asses of brownish mucus, in which were

found small round yellow corpuscles, of smaller dimensions than the

blood-corpuscles. It did notcontain either vibrios or bacteria. After

two or three douches, the patient was perfectly well. The attackwas

arrested from that time. A solution of chlorate of potash was em-

ployed, and no relapse occurred, although the patient frequently passed

flowering meadows. Every time that she attempted to suspend the

treatment, a relapse occurred, which, however, was promptly amelior-
ated by the use of the douche. M. de Budberg thinks that the yellow cor-

puscles found in the nasal mucus of this lady were pollen-corpuscles.
The nasal douche freed the mucous membrane from them; hence its

curative effect. In cases in which the mucus contained bacteria,
Helmholtz's solution of quinine would probably be indispensable. In

all cases, it is necessary that the doucheshould be made most care-

I-
fully, so as to entirely wash out the whole of the nasal mucous

membrane. Dr. Blackley, in his excellent monograph, relates that he

induced hay-fever in his own person by the introduction, on the nasa)
mucous membrane, of various kinds of pollen. He cites more than

sixty different kinds of them-as a rule, graminaceous pollens.

THE resolution pronosing to censure the conduct of the Local Govern-
ment Board in connection with the small-pox epidemic has been placed
on the paper again, in almost identical terms, by Lord R. Churchill.

OWvI.NG to domestic bereavement, Mr. Cadge will, we regret to learn,
be prevented from presiding at the dinner of the Fellows of the College
of Surgeons.
A GENERAL meeting of the friends and pupils of the late Professor

Rolleston will beheld at the house of Dr. Shepherd, I7, Great Cum-

berland Place, Hyde Park, WN., on Wednesday, July 6th, at 3 P.M.

DURINGC the past tvelve weeks of the current quarter, the metropoli-
tan death-rate averaged 20.2 perI,OOO, against 22.2 andI8.9 in the

corresponding periods ofI879 and i88o.

A MEDICAL paper at Leipsic has been finedIoo marks and costs, at
the suit of 75 homccopathic doctors, for publishing a lecture delivered to
a Berlin medical society in which homncopathy was denounced as

quackery and swindling.

WVE are glad to state that the proposition to fill one of the vacant
nights of the approaching Congress by afete at the Botanical Gardens

has been favourably considered by the Reception Committee and by
the Council of the Botanical Society, who have referred the applica-
tion to a Committee. It will be seen that the Corporation of London
will, at a costof /2,000, entertain the Congress at a soir-e in the
Guildhall.
DR.1'. S. SUTTON reports in theAmzericant YoinalofMedicalScieizce

the cure of an aneurysm of the descending portion of the arch of
the aorta by absolute rest, restricted diet, ergot, and potassium bromide.
The patient, at the end of fifteen months, was greatly emaciated and
annemic, but his aneurysm was not to be found.

ITwill have been seen that the society for the total abolition of bio-
logical investigation by experiment upon living animals has now enlisted
the active support of Lord Coleridge, who invests it with a specia
weight by calling the meeting at his house, described in the reports as
the residence of "The Lord ChiefJustice of England". The current
misstatements were glibly repeated ; and it is time that papers setting
forth the truth were made more accessible than they now are.

A REPORT by M. Rendu on the maternity department of the Tenon
Hospital in Paris shows that, notwithstanding all possible precautions,
as well as the isolation and the good arrangement of the buildings
appropriated to that use, an epidemic of puerperal fever has broken
out, and sixteen women have been attacked by it. M. Rendu has dis-
covered that the wind during the days in which the fever made its
appearance came from theeast-that is to say, fromthcpost mzortemi room,

THE congress of the French Association for the Advancement of
Science, which met at Algiers in April last, expressed the wish that
one of the streets of Algiers should be named after Dr. Maillot, for-
merly President of the Council of Military Hygiene, and the introducer
of t5me use of sulphate of quinine into Algeria. The General Council of
the Department of Algiers have carried out this wish, by conferring
Dr. Maillot's name on one of the principal 'thoroughfares in the city of
Algiers.

AMONG the distinguished Canadian and American visitors expected
to visit the forthcoming International Medical Congress are: Drs. Osler
and Howard of Montreal; Dr. Gordon of Portland; Drs. Carter,
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Bigelow, and Lyman, of Boston; Drs. S. Gross, jun., T. Morton,
Horatio Wood, Thomson, Goodall, W. W. Eeen, Cohen, and Miners
Hay, of Philadelphia; Dr. Yandell of Louisville; Dr. Hutchinson of
Brooklyn; Drs. Austin Flint, Fordyce Barker, Otis, Sayre, Weir,
Metcalf, Saunders, Lefferts, Lincoln, Bosworth, Jacobi, and Good.
ville, of New York.

THE -tegislature of Colorado has passed a stringent measure against
the practice of medicine in that State by unauthorised and unqualified
persons. The assumption of medical titles, without adequate ground,
is rendered punishable by fine and imprisonment; the fines ranging
from £20 to £soo. A permanent board of examiners has been ap-
pointed to examine the diplomas of all practitioners claiming to be
" duly qualified", and to give certificates of competency after examina-
tion to those who do not hold any diploma or other evidence of me-
dical study. The retrospective clauses of the Bill are limited to ten
years.

A VERY brilliant and extensive, and unusually successful conversazione
was given on Wednesday evening at the South Kensington Museum,
by the Harveian Society of London, in honour of its fiftieth anniversary.
Two thousand guests were invited, ladies and gentlemen. The musical
arrangements included Kalozdy's admirable Hungarian band-of its
kind, unrivalled in Europe; the band of the Grenadier Guards; glees,
sung in the theatre, and a company of hand-bell ringers. Excellent
refreshments were served to the numerous and very brilliant company
which assembled. The guests and members were received by Mr.
Power, Mr. Field, and Mr. Malcolm Morris, the executive officers of the
Society. The new statue of Harvey by Mr. Joy, which is to be un-
veiled in August with great public ceremony at Folkestone, was much
admired.

ON Thursday next takes place the annual election of members of
Council of the College of Surgeons. We have already referred to the
lists of various candidates, and their qualifications and probable chances.
From what we hear, however, the caution which we gave last week to
those who consider that the great provincial schools and centres ought
to have an adequate representation in the College Councils certainly
did not err on the side of excessive emphasis. The resignation of Mr.
Wheelhouse deprives the Council of the College of an able member,
and provincial sargery and provincial educational centres of one of their
most sound and judicious representative men. Mr. Reginald Harrison
has been put forward by a very large body of provincial Fellows as a

surgeon who has had a lifelong connection with teaching and the extra-
metropolitan medical schools of England, and who has a large share of
organising and administrative power, as well as an excellent scientific
reputation. Against these, it is alleged, however, especially by those
who have always a tendency to obstruct the admission into the Council
of country Fellows, that Mr. Harrison has not yet reached the age at
which conscript fathers are appointed. What the precise limit of age
may be, or how far back the baptismal certificate should date, to reach
this standard, we are not in a position to state; but any plausible excuse
is, in the mind of many, sufficient reason for voting against a provin-
cial Fellow; and we hear that in some quarters, something like a dead
set is being made against this candidature on the avowed ground of
juniority. Few provincial surgeons, if any, have had greater experi-
ence on the questions of education and medical organisation than Mr.
Harrison. It is certain that he would be a valuable member on the
Cotincil; and those who desire to see this principle once more
triumphant, will do well to make special exertions on the present
occasion.

SMALL-POX AND MEASLES IN LONDON.
THE fatal cases of small-pox in London, which had been 59 and 82
in the two preceding weeks, further rose to 88 last week, and exceeded
the corrected average number in the corresponding weeks of the last
ten years by 49; 66 were recorded in the Metropolitan Asylums
Hospitals at Fulham, Homerton, Stockwell, and Deptford, 4 in the

Highgate Small-pox Hospital, and i8 in private dwelling-houses. Of
the 88 persons whose deaths were registered last week within registra-

ftion London, 35 had resided in the South, 21 in the East, I4 in the
West, ii in the North, and 7 in the Central groups of registration dis-
tricts; IO fatal cases belonged to Shoreditch, 6 to Camberwell, and I5-
to Greenwich and Deptford. The number of small-pox patients in

tthe Metropolitan Asylums Hospitals, which had been x,644, I,633,
and I,6I2 on the three preceding Saturdays, was I,578 on Saturday
last, of whom 53I were inmates of the Convalescent Camp Hospital at
Darenth; the number of new cases admitted to these hospitals, which
had been 293 and 358 in the two previous weeks, was 321 last week.
The fatal cases of measles, which had been 64 and 66 in the two
preceding weeks, further rose to 71 last'week, and exceeded the cor-
rected weekly average by 31; they included ii in Islington, 5 in Hack-
ney, 5 in Shoreditch, 6 in Bethnal Green, and 5 in St. George-in-the-
East. The largest proportional fatality of measles occurred in East
London.

VACCINATION IN THE PORT OF LONDON.
FOR many weeks past the Port Sanitary Authority of the Corporation
of London has been actively engaged, through its medical officer, Dr.
William Collingridge, in vaccinating or revaccinating, free of cost, all
sailors or others employed within the limits of their jurisdiction. This
has been done steadily and quietly, without causing any undue panic
by posting bills, etc. This action has doubtless been one .great cause
of the comparative immunity of the port of London from the disease.

BRITISH MEDICAL TEMPERANCE ASSOCIATION.
A DISCUSSION in connection with the above on the " Practical Treat-
ment of Dipsomania" has evoked considerable interest; and on Friday,
June 24th, was again adjourned until Friday, July 8th, at 4 P.M., at
Ii, Chandos Street, Cavendish Square, W. All interested in the sub,
ject are invited to attend.

THE VICTORIA CROSS.
THE London Gazette of Tuesday last contains a notice that the Queen
has been graciously pleased to signify her intention to confer the decora-
tion of the Victoria Cross upon Surgeon John Frederick M'Crea, of the
Ist Regiment Cape Mounted Yeomanry, whose claim has been submitted
for Her Majesty's approval, for his conspicuous bravery in South Africa,
as recorded against his name. The actofcourage for which Mr. M'Crea
was recommended, is thus described :-" For his conspicuous bravery
during the severely contested engagement with the Basutos, on the I4th
January, I88I, at Tweefontein, near Thaba Tsen, when, after the enemy
had charged the Burghers in the most determined manner, forcing them
to retire with a loss of i6 killed and 21 wounded, Surgeon M'Crea went
out for some distance, under a heavy fire, and, with the assistance of
Captain Buxton, of the Mareteng Contingent, conveyed a wounded
Burgher named Aircamp to the shelter of a large ant-heap, and having
placed him in a position of safety returned to the ambulance for a stret-
cher. While on his way thither, Surgeon M'Crea was severely
wounded in the right breast by a bullet, notwithstanding which, he
continued to perform his duties at the ambulance, and again assisted to
bring in several wounded men, continuing afterwards to attend the
wounded during the remainder of the day, and scarcely taking time to
dress his own wound, which he was obliged to do himself, there being
no other medical officer in the field. Had it not been for this gallantry
and devotion to his duty, on the part of Surgeon M'Crea, the sufferings
of the wounded would undoubtedly have been much aggravated, and
greater loss of life might very probably have ensued." We learn that
Surgeon M 'Crea, for whose great gallantry under fire, this coveted and
well deserved decoration has been bestowed by the Queen, was a student
of Guy's Hospital.

POISONING BY BITTER ALMONDS.
IN another column, we publish a full report of a case in which alarming
symptoms arose soon after eating a quantity of bitter almonds. The
nuts themselves do not, as is well known, contain prussic acid-; bu'b
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in mastication, and subsequently mixed with a watery

fuid, as in the stomach, the poison is evolved. The patient in this
presented the symptoms ordinarily attributed to prussic acid poi-

soning-namely, insensibility, convulsions, and rapid failure of the
some time, the man's state appeared to be quite hopeless,

vigorous treatment resorted to was happily finally successful.

poisonous properties of bitter almonds, which are well exemplified
by case, cannot be too widely known, as "almond flavouring", or

almonds themselves, are frequently used in cookery.

HE LIBEL ON THE COUNTESS OF LONSDALE.

LUDLOW BRUGES, a magistrate for the county of Wilts, surren-

dered Central Criminal Court on Thursday, the 30th ultimo, to

charge of having libelled the Countess of Lonsdale. When

plead, he answered, "Guilty, but unconscioas of the act";
counsel, Mr. Montague WYilliams, who, with Sir John Holker,

appeared for him, proceeded to justify this apparently Hibernian
He said that Mr. Bruges acknowledged, with the deepest

regret, the libel was in his handwriting; and he desired to offer

complete apology to the Earl and Countess of Lonsdale; but,
same time, he wished to explain that he had no recollection of

writing libel, which must have been penned when he was in a state

temporary insanity. The facts of the case bore out this version of
Mr. Bruges had never seen Lord or Lady Lonsdale, and
communication of any kind with them; and he could not,

therefore, wish to inflict injury or pain. He wrote the libel in the post-
own village, and handed it, addressed to Lord Lonsdale,

postmaster, so that detection was certain. Mr. Bruges was

unfortunately a member of a family in which insanity existed. His
died of disease of the brain, and he had himself suffered to

extent in the same way; and averred that he was not in his
right senses when he committed the offence with which he was now
charged. Mr. WV,alter Long, M.P.; Mr. Sotheron Estcourt, M.P.; and

Lopes, Chairman of the Wiltshire Quarter Sessions, then testified
they known the prisoner for many years, and that at times he
not, their opinion, responsible for his actions. Dr. Crichton

said that, in his official capacity as Lord Chancellor's Visitor
Lunatics, he had visited the prisoner's elder brother, who is a con-

genital idiot. He had also examined the prisoner, who is now suffer-
ing partial paralysis of the right side, due to organic disease of the
brain. He had no doubt that he was liable at times to attacks of

aberration, in which he did not know what he was doing, and
not exerci3eq self-control. The Recorder intimated that the

adduced was amply sufficient to satisfy his mind that the
prisoner was not really accountable for the offence he had committed.

Bruges therefore discharged on his own recognisances in £300

up for judgment when called on. Dr. Bucknill, Dr. Ferrier,
Forbes Winslow were in court, prepared to testify to Mr.

Bruges' unsoundness of mind if required to do so; and Dr. Lauder
was also in attendance to give evidence as to the composition

zoedone, which Mr. Bruges had been greatly addicted; and to
express opinion as to the probable effects of this beverage when

excess by persons labouring under disease or disorder of the
nervous system.

HOSPITAL CONVALESCENTS.

LORD TEMiPLETOWN, Almoner, and Mr. James Gildea, Sub-Almoner,
of St. John of Jerusalem in England, write as follows.

is now fourteen years since a scheme was set on foot by the
English branch of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem for the supply of

are medically ordered by the hospital surgeons, and so to
the work of the recovery of the patients after leaving the hos-

pitals as to enable them to return at the earliest possible time to the
life and the support of their families. It is, unfortunately,

the case that an accident to, or illness of, the bread-winner
beginning of debt and distress in a family; and that, generally,

he returns from the hospital to his home to find his wife andchildren
straitened circumstances, and unable to provide him with the

nourishing food which then, of all times, he requires most to enable
him to resume his work. As the funds at the disposal of the Order
have been supplied exclusively by its own members, this work has
hitherto been limited to the Charing Cross and King's College Hos-
pitals; but we believe, if the movement were more generally known,
that we should receive such support from the public as would enable us,
not only to extend it in the above hospitals, but to include in its benefits
the patients of every hospital in London. The object of the Order in
this as in all its works is purely unsectarian, its only aim being the
alleviation of suffering without distinction of sect or party; and it
need hardly be stated that the services and time of its members are

purely honorary. We might add that the diet system has the cordial
approval and support of the medical profession. All communications
should be addressed, and cheques and post-office orders crossed Coutts
and Co., made payable to the sub-almoner, at St. John's Gate, who
will be glad to supply every information that may be desired.

MEDICAIL AC1IS CONIMISSION.
Tiis Commission met at 2, Victoria Street, Westminster, on the 24th,
25th, and 27th instant. The evidence of Dr. A. II. Jacob, Dr. Glover,
and Dr. R. Scott Orr was taken. There were present the Earl of Cam-
perdown (chairman), the Bishop of Peterborough, the RightHIon. WV.
H. F. Cogan, the Master of the Rolls, the Right Hon. G. Sclater-
Booth, M.P., Sir William lenner, Mr. Simon, Professor Huxley,
Dr. McDonnell, Professor Turner, Mr. Bryce, M.P., and Mr. John
White (secretary).

ANTI-VIVISECTION MEETING.
ON Saturday the annual meeting of the Victoria-street Society for the
Protection of Animals from Vivisection was held, by invitation of the
Lord ChiefJustice of England, one of the vice-presidents, and of Miss
Coleridge, at his lordship's town house, I, Sussex Square, WV. The
Earl of Shaftesbury presided, and amongst the guests, numbering about
150, were Cardinal 'Manning, Lady Belcher, Lady Bunbury, Lord
Talbot de Malahide, Lord and Lady Mount-Temple, Sir J. E. Eardley
Wilmot, M.P., Lady Malet, General Grant, General Colin Mackenzie,
Professor Sheldon Amos, Mlrs. Livermore (of Boston, United States of
America), Mr. R. H. Hutton, M\r. Lewis Morris, and the honorary sec-

retary, Miss Frances Power Cobb. The secretary, Mr. C. Warren
Adams, presented a report, which was adopted on the proposition
of Cardinal Manning, seconded by Sir E. Wilmot, M.P., who is
in charge of the Society's Bill for the Total Abolition of Vivisection,
which, he stated, would be down for second reading in the House of
Commons on July I3th. It prohibited the vivisection of animnals, with
or without anzesthetics. A second resolution, declaring the meeting's
endorsement of the Bill, was moved by the Lord Chief Justice, who
avowed himself a complete and absolute convert to the Victoria
Society's view of the question, and a hearty advocate of Sir E. Wilmot's
Bill. The motion was seconded by General Grant, supported by
Professor Amos, and unanimously carried.

SCARLET FEVER CONVALESCENT 1IONIE.
AN influential meeting was held on Tuesday week, in the saloon
of the Mansion-house in furtherance of the establishment of a Scarlet
Fever Convalescent Home. The Lord Mayor, M.P., presided, and
there were present, among others, MkIrs. and Miss Gladstone, Mrs. W.
H. Gladstone, the Earl of Aberdeen, Sir Rutherford Alcock, Sir J.
Risdon Bennett, Sir Joseph Fayrer, Dr. Andrew Clark, General Boileau,
Mr. Puleston, M.P., Hon. A. F. Kinnaird, Sir E. H. Currie, and the
Hon. Francis Maude. Sir Rutherford Alcock moved-" That in view
of the great mortality from scarlet fever in the metropolis, and the
spread of infection from patients in varying states of convalescence,
especially among the working classes, where isolation from the healthy
was impossible, the establishment of convalescent homes for such cases
is of the greatest importance, as a means of checking the spread of
infection and as an aid to the more rapid recovery of the patients
themselves; and the meeting pledges itself to promote the establish-
ment of such homes." He quoted from the Registrar-General's reports
proofs of the great malignity of the disease, from which there were last
year in London alone 3,073 deaths, 1,820 being among children of less
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than five years of age. These represented about 20,000 separate cases
of the disease in one year. He urged that these statistics and the
experience of doctors and others testified to the great need of establish-
ing some such homes as the resolution referred to. The Earl of
Aberdeen seconded the motion, which was carried unaniimously. Sir
E. H. Currie moved, and Dr. Andrew Clark seconded, the appoint-
ment of a committee headed by the Lord Mayor to carry out this object,
Dr. Clark saying that the experience of every practical physician was
crowded with most painful illustrations of the necessity for establishing
convalescent hospitals for contagious diseases, and the records were so

harrowing that no one could hesitate to support so desirable an object.
At the instance of the Hon. and Rev. E. Carr Glyn, a medical council
was appointed to advise on all medical and sanitary matters, and other
resolutions in favour of the project were carried, the speakers in-
cluding Sir J. Risdon Bennett, Sir Joseph Fayrer, and Dr. Brewer, all
of whom warmly approved of it from a medical point of view. A vote
of thanks to the Lord Mayor closed the proceedings.

opposed on the ground, among others, that it was not made in good
faith, but only to annoy the plaintiff, and to shock her sensibilities to
such a degree that she would desist from further prosecuting her action.
It was also argued that the granting of the mrotion would expose the
prosecution to a surprise on the trial, since technical names and terms
and matters of professional knowledge would be brought into the contro-
versy, which the counsel for Miss Morgan would require time to properly
meet.

SANITARY INSTITUTE OF GREAT BRITAIN.
AT the ordinary meeting of the Sanitary Institute of Great Britain, held
at 9, Conduit Street, on Tuesday, June 21st, Dr. Alfred Carpenter in
the chair, a paper was read by Professor W. H. Corfield, on "The
Present State of the Sewage Question." In the discussion which fol-
lowed, Mr. \V. C. Jellar, Mr. E. F. Bailey Denton, Mr. Douglas
Onslow, Mr. R. W. P. Birch, Mr. G. B. Jerram, and Mr. Wilson
Grindle took part. Several of the speakers spoke favourably of various
methods of precipitation and downward filtration of which they had had
vni-rinrp onnZ mPnt;{nnPr cnmp of fhlipdXiriltipc in tht- wnv of qewvirtINTERNATIONAL AIEDICAL AND SANITARY EXHIIBITION. eAperie-XWe a1u 1LAVXwU bU1llU VL tsk UII1I(;sLvILI LIIC WY- vL ZW4F1

THE cominittee engaged in organising the exhibition to be held at irrigation, such as obtaining suitable land, cost, etc. The chairmai
South Kensington on and after July i6th have decided to set apart a iiiade a few remarks relative to the successful working of the sewagt
considerable space for the purpose of illustrating the various appli- farm at Croydon, and said that, if we continued to waste our sewage
ances in ordinary use in the treatment of the sick at the chief London we should soon have the question of famine to contend with. Dr
hospitals. Their request to exhibit a bed, with its fuill equipment of Corfield replied briefly to the remarks relating to precipitation scheme.
ward-furniture, with splints and other apparatus in common use for and other points raised inthediscussion.
fractured limbs at each hospital, has been readily acceded to by the PNEUMATIC TREATMENT OF LUNG-DISEASE.governing committees of the twelve hospitals associated with medical THE Registrar of the Middlesex Hospital writes to us:-The review inschools, as well as by the medical departments of the army and navy your last issue of Dr. Waldenburg's book, and especially its concludingand Local Governmiient Board. It was felt that, although the surgical remarks, induce me to state that the pneumatic apparatus has been forappliances could be best shown on the living model, it would have some months in use at the Middlesex Hospital, in Dr. Cayley's wards.been unwise to introduce such into a miscellaneous exhibition; and The conditions which have seemed, so far, to derive the most benefit
considerable difficulty has been experienced in providing efficient sub- from this method of treatment, have been of compression of lung afterstitutes, since lay figures are expensive, and unobtainable in sufficient... '.numerfrmomercalsouce; hil te ppir-ach fgurs se pleuritic effusion, of phthisis with rapid contraction of lung, and of emIlnumbers from commercial sources; while the papier-mach' figures used physema. The cases, however, have been hitherto too few in numberby costume-makers are jointless, and are otherwise ill adapted for the to justify any present publication of results.
purpose indicated. This difficulty has now been surmounted by an
appeal to the members of the Royal Academy for the loan of their lay LECTURES TO MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.figures during the time the exhibition is open. Sir F. Leighton, TIIE next annual course of lectures to medical practitioneis in BerlinMessrs. Millais, Calderon, Frith, Leslie, Yeames, etc.-in fact, all the will commence on September 2ist, and terminate at the end of October.leading Academl-icians-have responded so generously to the request Courses of lectures and demonstrations will be given in Normal andmade to them, that the number of patients at the present time exceeds Pathological Anatomy and Histology, by Professor Hartmann, andthe number of beds at the disposal of the committee. It is proposed to Drs. Jiirgens, Friedlander, Grawitz, and Wernicke ; in Physiologyhave the hospital appliances arranged in saloonsiD the Albert Hall, and Medical Physics, by Professor C'hristiani; in Materia Medica andcontiguous to and in direct communication with the exhibition build- Toxicology, by Dr. Steinauer ; in Medicine and Physical Examina-ings; and it may be confidently predicted that the department, which tion, by Drs. A. Frankel, Guttmann, Litten, Riess, B. Frankel,will possess a scientific and humanitarian interest apart altogether Tobold, Ziilzer,and Lazarus; in Psychiatry and Diseases of the Brain,from the speculative character of the rest of the exhibition, will prove by Drs. Sander, Schneider, Gnauck, Binswanger, and Moeli ; inespecially attractive to foreign and cotuntry visitors, who will thus have Diseases of the Nervous System and Electro-Therapeutics, by Drs.
an opportunity of seeing within a small compass what is done at the M. Bernhardt, Remak, and Werneck ; in Surgery, by Drs. Hahn,best hospitals, without having to make a tour of the metropolis. Kiister, and Wolff; in Ophthalmic Surgery, by Professor Hirschberg;

ACTION FOR ALLEGED MALPRACTICE. in Diseases of the Ear, by Professor Lucae and Dr. Trautmann; in
AMiss ANNIE MORGAN has began an action in the American Supreme Obstetrics, by Professor Fasbender and Drs. Martin, Runge, and Lan-
Court, against Dr. Lewis H. Sayre, to recover 25,ooo dollars, for dau; on Dermatology and Syphilis, by Professor Lewin and Drs.
alleged maltreatment. The complaint recites that Miss Morgan was in Lassar and Ziilzer; in Forensic Medicine and Hygiene, by Drs. Falk
1878 under the professional care of Dr. Sayre, who administered to her and Ziilzer.
nux vomica or strychnine in such excessive doses, that her life was put UNIVERSITY MEDICAL TEACHING.in jeopardy and her constitution impaired for life. Miss Morgan says THE following are some of the announcements in connection with
that she was unable, for a period of eighteen months subsequently to the the summer courses of the medical faculty of Cambridge. Lectures on
treatment by Dr. Sayre, to perform any work, and was compelled to go Botany will be given by Messrs. J. W. Hicks, Vines, Saunders, and
to Europe to regain her health, the expenses of the journey amounting to Hillhouse. Dr. Vines' lectures in the Michaelmas Term will be on
2,005 dollars. Dr. Sayre, in his answer to the complaint, makes a the Physiology of Plants, with practical work, at Christ's College.general denial. Justice Donahue has denied a motion made on Professor Newton and the Demonstrator of Comparative Anatomy,behalf of Dr. Sayre, for an order to appoint Drs. T. G. Thomas, Thomas Dr. Michael Foster, and the corps of lecturers, Professor Humphry,A. Emmet, Montrose A. Pallen, and H. D. Nicoll, a commission to Mr. Creighton, and Mr. Balfour, will give their usual series of lecturesexamine M-iss Morgan, with a view to ascertain the real nature of her and demonstrations during the Michaelmas Term. Mr. Lea will giveillness, and the causes of her alleged disability. The motion was advanced lectures on Digestionand Chemical Physiology,and Mt.
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Langley will lecture on the Histology and Physiology of Muscle,
Nerve, and the Nervous System. Dr. Bradbury will lecture on Patho-
logical Anatomy, Professor Latham on General Therapeutics, Professor
Paget on Clinical Medicine, and Mr. Carver on Clinical Surgery. Com-
pare this with the lack of energy and comprehensiveness, and the
melancholy want of arrangement of classes in connection with the medi-
cal curriculum at Oxford; and are we right or wrong to urge that the
teaching of the lost medical school at Oxford requires urgently a con-
siderable reform?

THE ORIGIN OF THE VOLUNTEER MOVEMENT.
ASSISTANT-SURGEON PYCROFT, Ist Devon Artillery Volunteers, has
published a very lively and well written account of the Volunteer
movement of 1852, and history of the first Volunteer Rifle Corps (Lon-
don: Hamilton, Adams, and Co.), showing by whom it was raised in
the year I852. This pamphlet, with its documents, establishes beyond
doubt that the first of the Volunteer Corps, the Exeter and South
Devon Volunteer Rifle C orps, was founded in virtue of a project
brought before his friends by Dr. J. C. Bucknill, F.R.S., on January
27th, I852. A facsimile copy of the rough draft of Dr. Bucknill's
admirable letter to the Lord-Lieutenant accompanies the pam-
phlet. This letter is a statesmanlike document, which accurately
defines the conditions, objects, and organisation, which has now
become so great an institution, and would now be accepted as
a wise and complete definition of its scope, character, and objects.
Sir George Grey's acceptance of the offer was dated February i6th;
this was confirmed by Mr. Secretary Walpole, and approved by
the Queen, March 26th; and the first muster in uniform was on
October 6th. Dr. Bucknill, who had throughout acted as honorary
secretary, now fell into the ranks as a private in the corps. This
pamphlet conclusively shows that it was by a member of QUr profession
that the Volunteer movement of 1852 was begun, and that his pro-
.,posals, carefully thought out and well worded, for the-establishment
of the first Volunteer corps, were those accepted and acted upon by
the Government, and approved by Her Majesty the Queen.

A MEDICAL QUESTION IN THE BEND OR CASE.
SIR JAMES SIMPSON used to relate an anecdote of a farmer who
bitterly complained that, for attendance on himself and his child, his
medical man charged him three shillings and sixpence a visit, his cow-
doctor only requiring five shillings. This is but in accordance with a
well known peculiarity in human nature. Men are ever readier to be
liberal in matters relating to their property, than in questions concern-
ing any service of direct utility to themselves. The more that the
property is of a "fancy" value, the nmore lavish men become; the
more the expenditure relates to public benefit, to "doing good to
humanity", the more wilful or unintentional parsimony is displayed bythose who can give and pay. The Bend Or libel trial shows very
plainly how much more a man can ask and get for curing a stud of
horses than for attending a body of human beings, whether servants,
soldiers, or otherwise. Mr. Barrow, the plaintiff, stated in his evi-
dence that he had received, by contract, £2OO quarterly for attend-
ance, in his capacity of veterinary surgeon, on a nobleman's stud.
Nobody can blame either employer or employed for giving what is

asked, and for charging what will be paid in this or in anysimilar case.
Only let us imagine the effect of hinting to a board of guardians that
some wild philanthropist may think that, if £8oo per annum be fair
pay for attending a stud of horses, surely an overworked Poor-law
doctor should receive something more than an honorarium not amount-
ing to as many shillings for relieving a parish full of the lower social
grades of humanity. We apologise for harrowing the proverbiallytender feelings of even a hypothetical board with this suggestion.

CARYATIDES FROM CADAVERA.
A NEW method of inhumation has, according to the Cronica Medica
Quipurgia Havana, lately been recommended by an engineer, named
Crula.;It is a prQcedure bysthich the bodies of the dead axe encrusted

in an artificial stone, which is perfectly impermeable to gases, and which
consequently will not permit the escape of the slightest mephitic emana-
tions. Before proceeding to the operation in question, the cadavera are
submitted to the following treatment. The body is placed in a bath
composed of equal patts of lime and clay, dissolved in a sufficient quan-
tity of water. Upon the removal of the body, which is found to be
covered with a thick layer of the above-named substance, it is covered
with another layer of natural cement, destined to absorb the excess of
water, after which the cadaver is submerged in a bath of pitch, and
covered, finally, with a layer of lime; the contact, only, between the
lime and the calcareous cement being sufficient to solidify the pitch
rapidly, a thick coating being formed in this manner, which possesses
the same properties as the pitch of Judea, a substance to which the
Egyptian mummies owetheir peculiarindestructibility. As can be readily
understood, a subject so prepared can exhale no marked odour; the
different layers of lime, clay, and pitch forming around it a kind of
solid wrapping, which is opposed, effectually, to the disengagement of
gases. A cadaver, after being treated in this manner, is deposited in
the interior of a mould, which is filled with the following mixture, that
very soon solidifies, and is transformed into stone :-Cement, five parts;
sand, three parts; ashes, two parts; water, a sufficiency. The stones
which are obtained by this process acquire a remarkable solidity.
Obituary inscriptions can be engraved upon them; they can be placed
in mausolea, or may serve for the construction ofsepulchral monuments
of various forms.

REFORM AT OXFORD.
WE learn with pleasure that, in the new arrangements to be
made at Oxford, the Linacre Chair of Physiology and Anatomy,
which, in the hands of its late able incumbent, was practically a chair
of comparative zoology, will be split in two; and that it will be suc-
ceeded by chairs of anatomy proper and physiology proper, -and will
have henceforth a more direct relation to the teaching of these subjects
as part of a preliminary medical education, as was intended by Dr.
Linacre. It may be hoped that in this may be detected the first germ
of that reform in the restoration at Oxford of the elements of a school
of teaching, such as that in which Cambridge justly glories; and that
the exile of medicine from the University of Oxford, and the perver-
sion of its great medical endowments, which we have felt painfully
impelled to denounce, will before long come to an end.

DISSEMINATION OF PLAGUE BY CORPSES.
IT is well known that for many years the plague has been endemic in
Mesopotamia and in the province of Bagdad. Sporadic cases are rarely
absent, and epidemics are not unfrequent. The question of causation
is not definitely settled; but, according to the National Board ofHealth
.Bulletin, the general opinion among those who have investigated the
subject inclines to the belief that the disease is due to the custom of
transporting immense number of corpses, in all stages of decomposition,
to the sacred vaults of Nedjeff and Karbella. With this view, the
International Sanitary Council has used all its influence to induce the
Turkish and Persian governments to abolish or modify the custom.

LATENT MENINGITIS IN PNEUNIONIA.
FIRKET of Liege has observed three cases of meningitis in the course
of pneumonia, which were only recognised at the necropsy. The sub-
jects were not otherwise affected by any special predisposition. Puru-
lent exudation was found under the pia mater of the brain and spinal cord,
and the thoracic serous membranewas also affected; the hepatic cells were
likewise pathologically changed. The coexistence of meningitis with
pneumonia, pointed out by Guersant in x826, is particularly interesting
from the pathogenic point of view. Firket does not accept the theory
of the mechanical origin of the disease by venous stasis, or by embolism,
any more than that of infection bythe microscopic organism of epidemic
cerebral spinal meningitis. He would be disposed to admit a general
infection showing itself by the latent inflammation of the pleura, of
the pericardium aud-oi the meninges. Ulterior observatjip could
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alone elucidate this question, on which Klebs has thrown a new light
by laying down for discussion the problematic data of pneumonic
alterations of parasitic origin. The etiology of this insidious com-
plication is yet unknown; it is, however, according to Firket, not rare
to meet with it; he gives an average of one case in every two hundred
and fifty patients (Annales de la Soc. Me'd. -Czir. de Liege, September and
October I88o).

A CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION.
THERE is probably only one- medical society in America which is in a
position to celebrate its centennial anniversary. This is the Massa-
chusetts Medical Society, which has just entered upon the second cen-
tury of its existence, having been incorporated on the ist of November,
1781. In honour of this event, the Boston Medical and Surgical
;ournal has published a special number devoted to centennial recollec-
tions and documents relating to the foundation of the Massachusetts
Medical Society, including fac-sirnile letters, summaries, portraits, and
other medical documents of the last century rel]ting to the history of
the society. Among others is afac-sirntile of a certificate of fumigation
after small-pox in 1776. It runs thus: "These Certify that Eabenesor
Stimpson has been so smoak'd and cleaned as that in our Opinion he
may be permitted to pass into the Country without Danger of commu-

nicating the Smallpox to any one." The number is one which is of
great interest, and does credit to the patriotism and culture of our
American colleagues. The Boston JMedical and Surgical 7ournal is
itself an excellent type of much that is most commendable and respect-
able in journalism-reserved, accurate, polished in form, and carefully
noting all that is most promising and trustworthy in contemporary
research. Its pages can never be consulted without profit and satis-
faction.

SCOTLAND.
THE SANITARY ASSOCIATION OF SCOTLAND.

THIS Association held its seventh annual meeting on the 22nd instant,
in Glasgow. There was a very good attendance of members, and
several matters of importance were discussed. Chief among these was
the question of how best to form district associations throughout the
country. The matter was referred to the next meeting, so as to admit
of full consideration. From the address given by the President, Mr.
Shaw, it is evident that the Association is carrying out efficiently the
objects for which it was established; and, by means of its publication,
the Sanitary Journal, is making its influence felt in the promotion of
sanitary reform. The next meeting of the Association is to be held at
Greenock.

ANDERSON'S COLLEGE, GLASGOW.
AT the annual meeting of the trustees of Anderson's College, held in
Glasgow last week, it was stated that the late Dr. John Stenhouse,
F.R.S., of Rodney Street, Pentonville, London, had bequeathed the
sum of £900 for the purpose of forming a scholarship in the chemical
classes of the College. During the year, Dr. Wilson, the Professor of
Midwifery, had died, and Dr. Abraham Wallace was appointed his
successor; while Dr. David Taylor had been appointed lecturer on
dental anatomy. The managers are at present in communication with
the managers of the Glasgow Royal Infirmary, for the purpose of ne-
gotiating an amalgamation of the two medical schools; but the result
will be submitted to the trustees before any definite arrangement is
concluded. The total number attending all the classes was stated to
be 2,082.
A HUSBAND S LIABILITY FOR HIS WIFE S MEDICAL ATTENDANCE.
IT is not a frequent occurrence-a suit in a Scotch law court for a
doctor's bill, and especially of the importance of the one now alluded
to. Last week, Dr. Dionysius Wielobycki, residing in George Square,
Edinburgh, sued Isaac Atkinson, tailofand clothier, residing in Por-
tobello, before Sheriff-Substitute Halkard, for the sum-of £107. The;

total account was £128, of which £2i had been paid, and was for ser-
vices as professional attendant on Mrs. Atkinson, wife of the defender,
and extending over a period of nearly ten years. Payment had been
refused on the ground that Dr. Wielobycki had never been employed
by the defender, and that he had made the attendance solely on the
personal credit of Mrs. Atkinson, and that she had separate means,
exclusive of the defender's rights as husband. The Sheriff took some
days to consider the matter, and ultimately decreed in favour of Dr.
Wielobycki for the sum of £69o and expenses. In a note, he says that
on the main issue there was no reasonable ground of doubt.

MEDICAL CHARGE OF BALMORAL.
HER MAJESTY has appointed James Reid, M.A., M.D., Ellon, Aber-
deenshire, to take temporary charge of the Royal Household at
Balmoral, until the completion of new arrangements, rendered neces-
sary by the resignation, on the ground of ill-health, of Dr. Marshall.

KILMARNOCK FEVER HOSPITAL.
A DONATION of £200 has been sent to the extension fund of the
Kilmarnock Fever Hospital and Infirmary by Lady Harriet Bentinck,
who recently succeeded to the Portland estate at Kilmarnock.

SMALL-POX ON A SHIP AT ARBROATH.
THE Public Health Committee of the local authority, Arbroath, at a
meeting held on Tuesday, had before them the case of a vessel, a
Norwegian, called the Rap, from Revel, on board of which, according
to the opinion of the medical officer of health, there was an undoubted
case of small-pox. After hearing the circumstances of the case, the
Committee unanimously resolved not to allow the patient to be brought
on shore, but to order the vessel immediately to leave the dock, and
to go into quarantine in the roadstead outside. The clerk was instructed
to communicate this resolution to the Collector of Customs, so that
immediate effect might be given to it, while the medical officer was
instructed to see that none of the crew of the vessel were allowed to come
on shore while the vessel remains.

REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S RETURNS.
FROM the returns of the Registrar-General for the week .ending June
18th, it appears that the d(ath-rate in the eight principal towns was
21.6 per I,ooo of estimated population. This rate is I.O above that
for the corresponding week of last year, and 2.9 above that for the
previous week of the present year. The lowest mortality was recorded
in Greenock-viz., I4.0 per I,ooo; and the highest in Paisley-viz.,
29.7 per I,ooo. The mortality from the seven most familiar zymotic
diseases was at the rate of 3.3 per i,ooo, or 0.7 above the rate for last
week. Acute diseases of the chest caused IXO deaths, or 15 more
than the number recorded last week. The mean temperature was
52.70, being 4.9° above that -of the week immediately preceding, and
4.7' under that of the corresponding week of last year.

IRELAND.
DR. AQUILLA SMITH has resigned the King's Professorship of

Materia Medica and Pharmacy in the School of Physic, University of
Dublin.

THE special appeal in aid of the funds of the Hospital for Women
and Children, Cork, has obtained, up to the present, subscriptions
amounting to £170. _

A FATAL case of poisoning by misadventure is reported from Belfast,
a police-constable having swallowed a quantity of chlorate of potasb
in mistake for a seidlitz powder.

SOCIAL SCIENCE CONGRESS.
THEnext-the twenty-fifth-congress of the National Association for
the Promotion of Social Science will be held in Dublin from Wednq-
day, October 5th, to.Wednesday, October 12th next, under the pesji-
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dency of the Right Hon. Lord O'Hagan, Lord High Chancellor of
Ireland. The following are the special questions suggested for discus-
sion in the health department of the Congress, by the Standing Com-
mittee of the department. i. Is it desirable that hospitals should be
placed under State supervision? 2. Is it desirable that hospitals be
established for paying patients? and, if so, on what conditions? 3. What
is the best mode of enforcing the isolation of cases of infectious dis-
ease? 4. How far has the prevalence of disease been affected by the
administration of the Public Health and other Sanitary Acts? 5. What,
if any, additional legislation is necessary for the preservation of the
health by those engaged in industrial occupations? 6. Is any further
legislation desirable in order to more effectually prevent the overcrowd-
ing of houses, which were originally constructed as residences for one
family, but which have been subsequently occupied by several families?
The Local Committee have suggested the following additional subject:
Is it desirable that there should be a system of compulsory notification
of infectious diseases ? if so, what is the best method of carrying such
a system into effect ? Dr. Cameron, Superintendent Medical Officer of
Health for Dublin, and Dr. Stewart Woodhouse, have been appointed
secretaries to the department.

THE NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES BILL.
IT may be remembered that Dr. Lyons, M.P. for Dublin, counted out
the House of Commons on May 23rd, on the order of the day for going
into Committee on this Bill, without his having given any intimation of
his intention to oppose the Bill to the honourable member, Mr. E.
Dwyer Gray, who had charge of it (BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, May
28th, pp. 86I and 868). Subsequently, Dr. Lyons placed a notice on the
paper of the House, that the Bill be referred to a Select Committee.
Mr. Gray, anxious that some progress should be made in the matter,
told Dr. Lyons that he consented to his proposal for a Select Com-
mittee; and Mr. Gray himself-as he states in a letter published in
the Freeman's o?ournal of the 25th ultimo-put on a notice discharging
the order, and referring the Bill to a Select Committee, with a view of
hearing all sides, and introducing a Bill next session, based on the
recommendations of the Committee. In this course, Dr. Lyons
acquiesced. Mr. Gray ascertained that the Government would not
object to it; and Mr. Meldon, who was opposed to some of the pro-
posals in the Bill, cordially supported it. Mr. Gray accordingly put
the notice down for June 22nd, and assumed that it would pass un-
opposed. But, without a word of previous communication to Mr
Gray, or the slightest intimation that he had changed his mind, and was
about to veto his own proposal when adopted by Mr. Gray, Dr. Lyons
opposed the motion. This course appears to be very unusual as a
matter of parliamentary procedure. It is deeply to be regretted, as an
opposition to parliamentary inquiry into what all must admit to be a
subject which urgently calls for some legislative adjustment, in the
interests alike of the profession and of the public. What may be the
right or best mode of notification of infectious diseases, may be open to
doubt; that such notification must form part of any complete sanitary
system for the protection of life and health, does not appear open to
any doubt.

SANITARY CONDITION OF IRISH DISTRICIS.
IN the recent quarterly report of the health of Ireland, the registrar's
notes are often interesting, as showing the prevalence of disease and
the sanitary conditions under which the inhabitants of their respective
districts are placed. Many refer to the accumulations of manure and
the existence of cesspools as causes of disease, more especially typhoid
fever. For example, in Ballymoney, a rather severe epidemic of
typhoid was attributed to defective sewage arrangements; in Tandragee,
209 cases occurred, clearly traceable to water contaminated with dejecta
from a typhoid patient; and at Bailieborough an outbreak arose from
bad water and defective sewage. The registrar of Inishowen states
that he has reported more than 400 nuisances since the Sanitary Act
was passed, but has not succeeded, save in one or two instances, in
having them removed. Another draws attention to the filthy and

loathsome condition of the Sown of Killeshandra; and in Killala dis-
trict, it is stated that the sanitary arrangements, particularly in the
town, are not good, there being no connection between the main sewers

and the yards and houses. During the winter and spring months of
the year, there is always an epidemic of some kind in Glengariff, the
cause of which the registrar declares his inability to account for, unless
it is due to the practice which exists in most of the houses of having
the cattle, horse, and in many cases a pig, sleeping in the same apart-
ment as the family. At Castlemaine, in Tralee Union, the dispensary
medical officer had to treat some patients suffering from typhus fever in
a room about twelve feet square, where eight others slept during the
night.

CHARGE AGAINST A MIEDICAL OFFICER.
A SWORN investigation was held at Lismore Union last week, by Dr.
Brodie, inspector under the Local Government Board, in respect of
certain charges preferred against the medical officer of the workhouse,
by a man named O'Brien, who had been an inmate of the house. One
of the charges was that the medical officer had neglected him whilst in
hospital; but several witnesses were examined who contradicted
O'Brien's statements. The evidence will be forwarded to the Local
Government Board; but Dr. Brodie intimated that the medical officer
had given a very satisfactory explanation of the charge brought against
him.

PROVINCIAL URBAN DISTRICTS: THE CENSUS OF I88I.
BY the return of the recent census, it appears that the net increase in
the provincial urban districts was, 33,956, or at the rate of 7.4 per
cent.; the population having increased in Belfast, Londonderry, Newry,
Dundalk, Sligo, and Clonmel; and decreased in Cork, Limerick,
Waterford, Galway, Drogheda, Kilkenny, Wexford, Lurgan, and
Queenstown. The greatest proportional increase in any of the fifteen
provincial urban districts was in Belfast, being 33,259, or I9.1 per
cent.; and the greatest proportional decline was in Drogheda, viz., 994,
or 7.4 per cent. The increase in Sligo was only o.9 per cent., and
.the decline in Cork and Wexford but 0.4 and 0.2 per cent., respec-
tively.

LONGEVITY IN DUBLIN.
DURING the March quarter, among the deaths registered, vere eight at
the alleged age of IOO years, one each at IOI and 102 respectively,
three at io6, two each at 107 and IO8, and one each at 112 and 114
years. One of the deaths at IOO years is believed, by the registrar who
retturned it, to have been correct; and another at 107, which took place
in Headford district, is also supposed to have been trustworthy. In
the latter instance, the man, it is remarked, was never so ill as to
require medical attendance during his life.

WIIITBY.-During the quarter ending March 31st, there were regis-
tered in this district 74 deaths-37 males and 37 females. Of this
number, 9 were of children under twelve months, II between one and
five years of age, and 27 persons above sixty, the age of the oldest
being eighty-six. The births during the same period were 112-56
males and 56 females. These figures correspond to a death-rate of 20
and a birth-rate of 32 per I,OOO. With the exception of a single death
from scarlatina, which was imported from a neighbouring township,
there is little to comment on, the other deaths being of the ordinary
character. Whooping-cough was somewhat prevalent among children,
but fortunately without fatal results. The exemption of the district
from fevers of all kinds is noteworthy, and must be a matter of con-
gratulation to the authority.
WATFORD.-The general health of this district during 1880 is re-

ported by Dr. Brett as having been good, though diphtheria, mostly of
a mild type, was more frequent than it should be in a place that has
the advantages of air, soil, and water that Watford enjoys. Whooping-
cough was very fatal, partly on account of the cold weather. The
birth-rate was 31.05, and the corrected death-rate I8.3 per I,000.
There were 25 deaths from the seven principal preventable diseases,
as against 14 last year. Dr. Brett urges the need for more land for
irrigation purposes, and for an infectious hospital; and expatiates on
the importance of devising better houses for the poor. The absence of
tables from the report is to be regretted.
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THE CORPORATION OF LONDON AND THE INTER-

NATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS.

ON Thursday at a meeting of the Court of Common Council held in
the Council Chamber of the Guildhall, the Lord Mayor (th*Right Hon.

WV. E. MICARTIIUR, Mi.P.), presiding, the question of the International

Medical Congress came before the Corporation.
Mr. S. T. DAY (Chairman of the City Lands Committee) moved the

following resolution:-" That this Court, having learnt with great
satisfaction that the International MIedical Congress is to be held this

year in London, and recognising the great importance of a National

Congress in relation to so vital a science, do invite the members to a

Conver-sa_zionc to be held in the Guildhall on a date to be fixed early in
the month of August. And that it be referred to the City Lands

Committee to carry the same into effect at an expense not exceeding
/2,000." Hle said : Mly Lord Mayor,-The International Medical
Congress has met from time to time, I believe bi-annually, in the
various capitals of Europe; and crowned heads and the municipal bodies
of these capitals have vied with each other in entertaining the members
of the Congress. This year the Congress is to be held in London, and
it is to be on a grand and a more important scale than ever has been

attempted before. Over 4,000 invitations has been sent out to various
medical men all over the world; and, from the replies already received,
between two and three thousand are expected to be present. Several

hundredls of the most eminent medical men from France, Germany,
Italy, Russia and the United States have signified their intention of

coming, and altogether it will be one of the most important gatherings
that has taken place in this country for many years. Amongst the

patrons of the Congress-are HerMajesty the Queen, and His Royal High-
ness the Prince of Wvales. This Corporation has been aiways famed for its

great hospitality on all great occasions, and I think we shall be agreed
that this is a great occasion, and by giving a conversazione at the
Guildhall the Corporation wvill be able to aid in the success of the

Congress. When we consider the boon which medical science confers

upon us poor toilers in the city, and when we remember the fatigue and
labour of those who come to be present on this occasion, in order to
assist by their thought and their experience to make the boon still
greater, and our sufferings less, truly it is a very small thing for us to

try to give them some relaxation after their day's toil, by enabling
those who come from the Continent and elsewhere to be present at a
eonversazione at the Guildhall, and to see our beautiful library.
Knowing that this is to be seconded by an Alderman much better
versed in this subject than I am, and this resolution having met with
the approval of a Committee of the whole Court held yesterday, I
shall content myself with moving the motion that stands in my name.
Mr. Alderman STONE: My Lord Mayor, I beg to second this

motion, which has been so clearly and definitely stated by the
Chairman of the City Lands Committee; but I -do not intend,
after the way in which it has been brought before the Committee,
to take up any large portion of your time in the few obser-
vations I have to make. I do not hesitate to say, that this Inter-
national Medical Congress will be one of the most interesting gather-
ings that has been held in this country for many years. I am in-
formed, and I believe upon good authority, that most of the govern-
ments of Europe have agreed to send delegates from their countries;
that it has been taken up by Her Majesty the Queen, and patronised
by her; that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales will be present
at its inauguration; and that it will be presided over by Sir James
Paget-all of which shows that there will be great interest taken in it
by those occupying high places. The object of the meeting is not
merely to visit this country for the purpose of enjoyment; but, as in
their six previous visits to other countries, these distinguished medical
men, surgeons, and scientific men, will meet to consult together upon
various muatters connected with their profession; and I think when I
tell you that fifteen sections have been already organised, with a view
to their meeting together in conference upon matters which nearly
relate to the welfare of the people all over the world, then I think we
must all admit that they come over here for a very useful purpose. I
have no doubt whatever that the result will be very much to improve
the science of medicine, not only in this country, but in all parts of
Europe and of the world. I think the matter is one of very great
importance. I may also say, miiy Lord Mayor, that over four thousand
invitations have been sent out, and nearly two thousand already
accepted. These responses have come from men who are well known
and distinguished in the countries where they now are. The main
object, I believe, in this matter is, that it is intended to do good;
and, when people of that character come over here from another
country, having previously received that esteem, that respect, which

always attends their visits, then, I think, this Corporation, that has always
been distinguished forholding out the right hand of fellowship, and giving
a cordial reception to distinguished strangers, will be onlydoing their duty
by entertaining them at this conzversazione in the Guildhall. This is a
matter which it will be an honour for the Corporation of the City of
London to take up, and will give another opportunity of making
those who reside abroad feel that this great Corporation has not
fallen back in the hospitalities for which it is distinguished.

Mr. T. LOVERIDGE: My Lord Mayor, I may add to what has been
said, that a large number of gentlemen are coming over from America
and Canada in order that they may attend this gathering. Surely no
better seconder of the motion could be found than a gentleman (Mr.
Alderman Stone) who during his mayoralty entertained in a most hos-
pitable manner the representatives of various nationalities.
The motion was carried unanimously in a full Court.

THE MUSEUMI OF TIIE ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
TIIE annual show of additions made during the past twelve months to
the muiseum of the Royal College of Surgeons, will be held in the
Council-room, and not in the theatre as in former years, from July 5th
until July i3th. Professor Flower's annual report will shortly be
issued, and wili contain full lists of the new specimens. The patholo-
gical additions are the largest ever known, excepting in years when a
private collection has been presented entire to the College, as in the
case of Dr. Peacock's series illustrating heart-disease. A prominent
feature among the additions would probably have been viewed with, at
the least, indifference, a year ago ; but since Sir James Paget's Cam.
bridge Address on Elemental Pathology, so well known to members
of the Association, it should, and we believe will, be looked at with
great interest. XWe refer to Mr. Shattock's preparations illustrating
the repair of wounds, cicatrisation after the fall of the petiole, the union
of grafts and other processes observed in vegetables. The pathologist,
hitherto only too devoted to disease in man, need not sneeringly ask if
the specimens illustrate bronchitis in a birch, or rheumatism in a radish,
for he will find much to arrest his serious attention in these vegetable
specimens. The fine series of bones of syphilitic, rickety, and cre-
tinous infants, presented by M. Parrot, Drs. Barlow and Ilerman, and
Messrs. Parker and Shattock were mentioned, a few months since, in
the pages of the JOURNAL ; they will now be, for the first time, ex-
hibited, as a series, in public, although, in detail, they are already
familiar to the members of the Pathological Society. Sir J oseph
Fayrer's series of dysenteric intestines and abscess of the liver are in-
teresting, not only in relation to his Lettsomian lectures of last winter,
but also in having each a distinct history. Dr. Banitock and Mr.
Thornton contribute some remarkable specimens of morbid conditions
of the female organs, including a series illustrating the pathology and
effects of twisting of the pedicle in ovarian cysts. Mr. W. Adams
contributes a portion of the vertebral column of the late Dr. Mantell,
showing extreme rotation of the bodies of the vertebroe in the lumbar
region; this case was the subject of a paper in the 2fedlico-CGziru-gical
Tranzsactionzs miiany years ago. Mr. Hutchinson has presented two
specimens showing the well-known changes in the articular extremities
of bone, described by Charcot. Dr. Goodhart has added to the col-
lection some instructive specimens of visceral disease; and two examples
of tubercular disease, presented by Dr. Creighton, are intended to
illustrate his special views on the subject.

In the anatomy series are a beautiful preparation of the muscles of
the abdominal wall, and a dissection of the arteries of the female pelvis.
The famous manatee of the Brighton Aquarium now stands as a monu-
ment raised to himself, but in detail, for nearly every separate part of
his anatomy, prepared by Mr. Pearson, will be seen in glass bottles at
the show. The Barnard Davis Collection is now a thing of beauty,
completely cleaned, renumbered, and permanently arranged in the
Museum. Mr. W. R. Kynsey, Principal Civil Medical Officer and In-
spector-General of Hospitals in Ceylon, has presented a series of skulls
and skeletons of the Veddahs, or aborigines, of that island. Drs.
Shortt, Mackenzie, Bennett, and others, have also contributed valuable
crania of Indian races, etc. A large number of Egyptian skulls, from
Captain R. Burton, Her Majesty's Consul at Trieste, have arrived too
recently to be ready for this year's show. Mr. H. Mansel has pre-
sented the largest elephant-seal's skull ever seen in a British or Euro-
pean museum.
During the past year, an unusual number of art-students have availed

themselves of the advantages of the Museum. The new catalogue of
the pathological series is slowly approaching completion. We have
referred elsewhere to the new appointment of pathological curator, for
which several gentlemen who have distinguished themselves in pathology
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are candidates ; and we would urge our readers to show their inter-est
in this great national collection by forwarding specimens of patholo-

gical rarity or importance, as they may meet with them in practice.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE CONTAGIOUS DISEASES

ACTS.
ON May 30th, Inspector Anniss was called in and examined by Mr.

Osborne Morgan, being afterwards cross-examined by Messrs. Stans-

feld and Hopwood.
Inspector Anniss belongs to the Metropolitan Police Force, and is

specially charged with the carrying out of the Contaoious Diseases

Acts in the Plymouth and Devonport district. His official experience

of the district is great, as he has superintended the execution of the

Acts since I864, a period of sixteen years; previous to which he served

for twelve years as a police-officer there. During the year I864, in

pursuance of instructions, he ascertained that there were 2,020 prosti-

tutes in the district, which at that time consisted only of Plymouth,
Devonport, and Stonehouse. Since that time, the boundaries have

been extended, and the Acts are now applied to all the villages within

a ten-mile radius of Plymouth; and also to Dartmouth, which is fifty

miles distant; while the population of Plymouth itself has increased by

about 9,ooo. Nevertheless, since I864, the number of prostitutes

has fallen from 2,020 to 411; while the number of brothels, which in

that year was 356, is now only 70. For this reduction he was unable

to assign any other cause than the Contagious Diseases Acts, as the

duties of the local police were performed in just the same manner as

before. He considered that the daily visits alone of himself or one of

his staff, which consisted of a sergeant and six constables, to the

brothels, had great effect in diminishing their number; while the women

were constantly being withdrawn from them, some being sent to hos-

pital, and others restored to their friends and a decent life. Before

the Acts came into force, it had formed part of his duty to visit the

brothels almost daily, for the apprehension of deserters and stragglers,

and also for the detection of thefts of dockyard stores; but he did not

find that his visitsin this capacityhad any effect in closing thehouses

in question. With regard to juvenile prostitution, his evidence was

very strong. On December 31st, I865, there were no fewer than 212

prostitutes of fifteen years of age and under, 434 between sixteen and

eighteen, and 4T4 between eighteen and twenty years of age, making a

total ofI,o6o under twenty. At the present time, there is not a single

prostitute under fifteen years of age, only 2 between sixteen and

eighteen, and 32 under twenty, making a total of 34 under twenty.

This good result he attributed entirely to the working of the Acts,

which enabled him to reach the poor girls before they became hard-

ened and accustomed to their wretched life. Residence in hospitals in

many cases did greatgood, and the influences there brouight to bear

on them were the means of reclaiming a large number. The constables

who carry out the Acts see the girls when first they go to the brothels;
and, if they are young, their parents are at once communicated with;

while, if they are orphans, as many are, every persuasion is employed

to induce them to enter one of the homes. He stated that the friends

or parents of girls whohave run away from home, or been dismissed

from their situations, constantly applied to him for information as to

the whereaboutsof their childrenv and he rarely failed to restore the

runaways to them. In illustration of this, he cited a large number of

cases, which were of daily occurrence, showing how brothel-keepers

got hold of such girls and kept them out of the way until their moral

sense had become deadened. Before the Acts came into force, this

system prevailed to a fearful extent; but, since he had had the right to see

every prostitute who frequented a brothel, the keepers of such establish-

ments rarely dared to conceal any girl he might be in search of. In

fact, now, every female who finds her way into a brothel has to be seen

within twenty-four hours, and thus little chance is allowed for such

practices to be carried on.

Previous to the passing .of the Contagious Diseases Acts, the amount

of immorality among young people was fearful ; and, before the Acts

had been three months in operation, it became apparent that the

greatest amount of disease was among theiuvenile prostitutes. There

were a number of houses frequented actually by lads from twelve to

eighteen years of age, some being set apart for drovers' and butcher

boys, others for drummer boys and sailor boys ; and these houses had

been known to contain as many as fifteen or twenty girls. Such estab-

lishments as these collapsed immediately when the police commenced

to visit them once or twice daily, and required immediate information

as to young girls coming to reside in them. For the working of the

Acts, the district was divided into five subdistricts-each being under

the charge of a constable, who visited every brothel, and thus ascer-

tained what women resided there, and also their names and the circum-

stances of their case. This was all reported to Inspector Anniss, who
then took the necessary steps either to place the woman on the register,
or to aid in her reclamation. In opposition to this evidence, it was
urged, in cross-examination, that these beneficial results were not owing
in any way to the Acts, as there was nothing in them directly enjoining
any such inttrference; but it was strongly maintained by Inspector
Anniss that, without the Acts, it would be impossible to bring all these
beneficial influences to bear, as there would be no means of reaching
the women ; and, therefore, that these collateral advantages were really
owing to their operation. Inspector Anniss repeatedly expressed his
strong opinion, that the fear of being brought under the Acts was a
most valuable deterrent, particularly to those girls who were wavering
on the borderland between levity and actual prostitution; and he stated
most explicitly, that no female was placed on the register before she had
been given a fair opportunity of discontinuing her mode of life. The
plan adopted is briefly this. Every female found in a brothel is at once
informed of the character of the house she is in, and warned that, if she
remains there, she will be placed on the register of common prostitutes.
She is also told that, if she desires to reform and is without means of
returning to her friends, that the means will be provided for her. In
the case of very young people-and many of these poor creatures are
mere children-they are at once ordered to depart; their parents are
communicated with; and, if possible, they are placed in temporary
lodgings, which have been provided by some benevolent persons, until
they can either be taken home or provided for in a suitable manner.
Thus, every unfortunate woman is brought to understand that, if she
has made a false step, a helping hand will be held out to her ; and the
inspector mentioned several instances showing the good results of the
system. In the case of a regular prostitute-a stranger to the district-
her name and address is taken; she is told that she will either have to
attend at the examination-room on the following day, or a summons will
be applied for against her. Prostitutes often come into the district from
other towns, and remain a few days before they are found in such cir-
cumstances that the police could get at them; but, unless they -were
very cunning, they rarely eluded the constables for any length of time.
He was of opinion that many infectious diseases, besides venereal,were often checked by the operation of the Acts. Formerly, cases of

small-pox and scarlet fever might exist in brothels, quite unknown to the
authorities; and thus the infection might be communicated to a large
number of persons-especially to members of the services. Under the
present system, such a case could not remain unnoticed by him on his
visits; and he would order the brothel-keeper at once to send the patient
to the hospital, and to have the room properly lisinfected ; otherwise
he would take measures to have the house placed "out of bounds", i.e.,
that soldiers and sailors should receive strict orders not to enter it.
With regard to the prostitutes themselves, he stated that their

behaviour and language, even at their own residences, had greatly im-
proved; moreover, almost every woman had now a room to herself,
and was at any rate fairly decent and cleanly in appearance. Solicita-
tion had become quite a thing of the past, and people could now walk
through the streets without being accosted by the drunken and disorderly
creatures who formerly roamed about there. If any woman was ob-
served soliciting, she was cautioned the first time she appeared at the
examining-room, and this was usually quite sufficient. Very strong
statements had been made as to the indecorous way in which women
presented themselves at the examining-room-in bands of four or five,
often intoxicated, and followed by men and boys-to the great scandal of
the neighbourhood. Inspector Anniss declared this to be absolutely
false; as a general rule, the women were most orderly in their beha-
viour; and when occasionally, at rare intervals, any such conduct as that
described took place, he at once warned the offenders about it, and it
was never repeated. He himself, of course, was not actually present in
the examining-room; but he had access to the waiting-room, and knew
what transpired there. He saw the women arrive, and would not fail
to see any improper conduct, or hear any noise that occurred. Ques-
tioned as to the dress of his constables, he stated that they were in plain
clothes. He believed that the Royal Commission ofI87I had recom-
mended that they should wear uniform; but the recommendation had
not been carried out. He himself thought it far better that they should
be in civilian dress, as, not only were they thus better able to work as
detectives, but they were also able to take young girls and others from
brothels, and restore them to their friends, without attracting observa-
tion.
He drew attention to one point, where he considered that the Con-

tagious Diseases Acts fell short. After a woman had been examined
and found diseased, a certificate to that effect was given her, and she
was ordered to repair to the hospital at once. But, being free to do
this at her own convenience, she very often did not present herself at
the hospital until the following day, and spent the night in drunken-

THE BRITISH MEDICAL .70URKAL. [JuIy 2, I88,26



July 2, 1881.] THE BRITISH MEDICAL YOURNAL. 27

ness and debauchery. lHe thought that such women as were found, on
examination, to be diseased, should be escorted to the hospital at once,
in order to make sure that they did not communicate their malady to
others.
On the 13th of June, Inspector Anniss was recalled; and, though he

was cross-examined at great length and with great minuteness, his evi-
dence was not shaken in any material particular.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
COMMTN1ITTEE OF COUNCIL:

NOTICE OF MEETING.
A MEET1NG of the Committee of Council will be held at the offices of
the Association, I61A, Strand, on Wednesday, the 13th day of July
next, at 2 o'clock in the afternoon.

FRANCIS FOwKEE, Geter-al Secretary.
161A, Strand, London, June i6th, i88I.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.

'METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH.-President for e38o-Sr, S. 0. IIABERSHON,
MI.D.; President-elect for I83I-82, EDWVIN SAUN)DERS, F.R.C.S. The twenty-ninth
ainnual meetinig of this Branch will be held at the Crystal Palace on Tuesday, July
12th, I881, at 4 .cM. l,usiness: e. Election of nes nienibers of the Bralnch. 2.
Report of retiring Council and treasurer's report. 3. At 5 P.M., Address by the
new Presidlent, Edwin Saunders, Esq. Subject, " Specialism and the Influence of
'Medical Science oni MIodern Cisilisation". Dinner at 6.30; Edwin Saunders, Esq.,
President, in the chair. Tickets 12S. 6d. each (exclusive of wine). Members in-
tending to be present at the dinner are requested to give notice at latest on Friday,
July 8tl-AL1EXAND[ER HENRY, NI.D., I32, Higlhbury Hill, N.; 'N. CHAPMNIAN
GRIGG, M.D., 6, Curzon Street, WN.
MIDLAND BRANCH.-President, T. WRIGHT, Esq., M.D.; Presideiit-elect, WN.

ELGAR BUCiK, Esq., MI.D. 'T'he annual meeting will be held in the Board-Room of
the Infirmary, Leicester, on Thursday, July e4th, at 2 P.NM. After the transaction of
the usual business of the Branch, the following papers will be read anid discussed.
e. Ophthalmoscopic Illustrationis, with brief Clinical Notes from cases of General
Disease, by Ml. -Macdonald McHardy, F.R.C.S.Ed. 2. A Case of Cock's Operation
for Imperineable Stricture, by C. H. Mlarriott, M.D. 3. Experiences of Placenta
Pr2evia, by G. C. Franklin, F.R.C.S. 4. Notes of two recent Ovariotomies with
somewhat unusual Features; and 5. Remarks on Colotomy bearing on five cases, by
G. Elder, M\I.D. 6. On the Advanitages of the Lateral over the Mledian Operation
for Lithotomy, by G. Pearce, M.D. 7. On Section of the Vascular and Nervous
Trunks which attach the Eye to the Brain as a substitute for Einucleation in cases of
Sympathetic Ophthalmia, by C. Bell Taylor, M.D. 8. Oni a mode of using Plaster-
of-Paris to secure Immobility of Fractures and Injured Joints-learnt on a visit to
Normandy, by Wm. Newman, M.D. 9. Bronchocele, Acute Suppuration of the
Gland after Typhoid; and IO. A Case of Traumatic Tetanus, by G. F'. Willan, Esq.
Dr. Pearce wvill shout a case of Excision of the Elbow-Joint; Mr. Hodges a case of
Saemesch's Incision for Hypopyon Ulcer, and one of Inoculationi for Corneal Pannus.
Messrs. Joseph Wood and Co., of York, will exhibit surgical inistruments of the
newest patterns; aied Mlessrs. John- Richardson and Co., of Leicester, some of their
latest improvemenits in pharmaceutical preparations. Luncheon will be provided by
the President-elect at the Infirmary. Dinner at the Royal Hotel, at 5 o'clock.-
C. HARRISON, Honorary Secretary Midland Branch.-Lincoln, June 20th, I81.

WEST SOMERSET BRANCH.-The annual meeting of this Branch will be held at
the Tauinton and Somerset Hospital, on Thursday, the 2ISt inistant, under the pre-
sidency of G. W. Rigden, Esq. The chair will be taken at 2.30 i'.r. Business:
Minutes Report of Council; Treasurer's Report; Election of Officers; Place of
Meeting and President-elect for I882 ; President's Address; Papers and Communica-
tions. Dinner at the London Hotel, at 5.30; 5s. 6d. a head, excltusive of wine.--
W. M. KELLY, M.D., Honorary Secretary.

THAMES VALLEY BRANCII.-The annual meeting of this Branch will be held at
the Board-Room of the Riclimond Hospital, on Thursday, July 7th, at 6 P-al. Gen-
tlemen desirous of bringing any subject before the meeting are requested to give
notice to the Honorary Secretary. Dinner at the Station Hotel, Richmond, at
7 P.si.-EDWARDu L. FERN, Honorary Secretary.-Richmond, June I5th, I38i.

BORDERZ COUNTIE s BRANCH.-The annual meeting of this Branch will be held at
Melrose, on July 2ISt. Mlembers wvho intend to give comnmunications are requested
to intimate to one of the Secretaries.-J. SMITH, AI.D., J. KENDALL BU-RT, MB.B.,
Honorary Secretaries.

NORTII OF ENGLAND BRANCH.-The annual meeting will be held at the North-
Eastern Hotel, Darling-ton, on Thursday, July 7th, at 3 ism. The retiring President,
G. B. Morgan, Esq., will introduce the President-elect, J. WN. Eastwood, Esq., M.D.,
who will deliver an address. Dinner at the North-Eastern Hotel, at 5.30 P.M.-
charge six sliillings (exclusive of wine). Gentlemen intending to be present are re-
quested to give early isotice to the Secretary.-T. W. BARRON, M.B., Honorary
Secretary.-Durham, June iith, I88I.

NORTHERN COUNTIES (SCOTLAND) BRANCH.-The annual meeting wiil be held at
Strathpeffer, Dingwall, on Saturday, July gth, at I2 noon; Dr. Bruce (Dingwall)
President. Members intending to make any communication are requested to make
initimation as sooii as possible to the Secretary.-J. W. NORRIS MACRAY, M.D.-
Elgin, June 20th, i88i.

IT is reported that Professor Hackel, of Jena, intends to go to Ceylon
for the purpose of making biological researches.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND HUNTINGDONSHIRE BRANCH:
ANNUAL MEETING.

THE annual meeting was held at the County Hospital, Huntingdon, on
Friday, June 24th. In the absence of the President, Professor
HUMPHRY was voted to the chair, and introduced the President-elect,
Mr. HERB3ERT LUCAS of Huntingdon, who, on assuming office, ad-
dressed a few words of welcome to the members, and noticed the
successful meeting of the Association, in connection with the Branch,
at Cambridge last August.

Conmnunzications.-The following communications were read.
I. J. T. Walker, MI.D.: I. Specimen of Hair removed during life

from the Bladder of Female. Dr. Walker was unable to account for
their occurrence with certainty, but offered some suggestions. 2.
Specimens of Horse Hair Needles.

2. P. WV. Latham, MI.D., F.R.C.P. : Treatment of Rheumatic Fever
by Salicilic Acid.

3. G. M. Humphry, M.D., F.R.S.: I. Loose Cartilages removed
fromii Knee-joint. 2. Os uteri Detached in Labour.

4. George Wherry, M.B.: A Short Report on Six Months' Oph.
thalmic Practice.

5. Dr. Gaskell, of the Physiological Laboratory, Cambridge, gave a
Demonstration of the Influence of the Vagus Nerve on the Heart of a
Frog.

6. Dr. Roy also gave an Explanation of his Method of Observing
and Recording the Movements of the Spleen.

7. B. Anningson, MI.D. : Infantile Summer Diarrhoea.
The following gentlemen were elected members of the Association

and of the Branch: Mlr. Edward Knowles of Cambridge ; Dr. M.
Eade of Melbourn, Cambridge; Mr. Neate of Stilton ; Mr. M. Craig
of Peterborough.

Ref'resentatives oni Council of the Association elcctedl.--Dr. G. WV.
Bacon; Dr. Bradbury; 'Mr. Stear; Mr. Hodson. Honoraiy Secretary:
Dr. Anningson.

Visit to Hinchzingbrook .-After the meeting, the members adjourned
to view Hinchingbrook House, at the invitation of Lord Sandwich.

Dinner. -About thirty members and guests afterwards dined together
at the George Hotel.

BORDER COUNTIES BRANCH: SPRING MIEETING.
THE spring meeting of the Border Counties Branch was held at Penrith
on Wednesday, Mlay 25th. The chair was taken at I.30 I.M. by the
President, Dr. CAMPBELL; and thirteen members were present.
ie7w Akenzbers.-The following gentlemen were elected members of

the Branch : James Robinson, L.R.C.P.E., Ulverston; J. W. East-
wood, M.D., M.R.C.P., Darlington; T. L. Montgomery, L.R.C.P.E.,
F.R.C.S.E., Penrith.

Re.presentatives in the Genteral Couniicil.-The following members
were elected representatives to the General Council: T. B. Grierson
Esq.; S. Lockie, M.D.; R. B. Macbean, B1.1.; J. Smith, MI.D.; M.
W. Taylor, M.D.; and R. Tiffen, M.D.

Communications.-The following were read
i. Dr. Taylor: Clinical Observations on the FLungoid Origin of

Disease.
2. Dr. Eastwood: On the Working of the Ihabitual Drunkards' Act

of 1879.
3. Dr. I'Anson: Embolism, or BuLrst Hzematoma ?
4. Dr. Maclaren showed the following preparations, and read notes

of the cases: (a) Cast of Kidney Abnormality: (1) hlairs from a
Dermoid Cyst; (c) Glass Tube removed from a 'Male Bladder; (el)
Vesical Calculi; (e) Specimen of a Renal Calculus.
Each of the papers was followed by an interesting discussion.
Dinner.-After the meeting, the members, with their friends, dined

at the Crown Hotel; Dr. Taylor (in the absence of the President) occu-
pied the chair, and Dr. I'Anson the vice-chair.

AN AGED S.MALL-POX PATIENT.-A correspondent writes that on
Thursday last there was admitted into the Small-pox Hospital at Ful-
ham a patient of the patriarchal age of ninety-one. The last accounts
speak favourably of the old lady.
A COTTAGE HOSPITAL was formally opened at Llandudno on Mon-

day, by the Bishop of Bangor, in the presence of a large number of
the local gentry.
IN the district of Kottbus, in Prussia, it has been the custom of

midwives to follow, in addition, the occupation of laundresses. In
consequence of their liability to communicate infection to lying-in
women, they have been prohibited from carrying on the two occupations
conjointly.


